Gene Goforth
July 14, 1951 - May 23, 2020

Hudson – Gene Goforth, age 68, went to his heavenly home on Saturday, May 23, 2020 at
Caldwell UNC Health. He was born in Caldwell County on July 14, 1951 to the late Vernon
Woodrow Goforth and Johnsie Duncan Goforth. Gene had a great passion for music and
shared his talent for more than 30 years at Woodlands Barbeque in Blowing Rock. He
retired from Bernhardt Furniture Industries after several years of service. He was an active
member of Fellowship Advent Christian Church in Bethlehem, serving in many different
capacities. Gene had a love for people and will be greatly missed by his many friends that
he met over his lifetime.
Other than his parents, he was preceded in death by his sons, Willie Goforth and Joe
Young; brother, Jimmy Goforth; and his sister, Patricia Enloe.
Gene is survived by his daughter, Sharon Powell; sisters, LaDonna Chandler and
husband, Larry; Gaynell McCall and husband, David; grandchildren, Jordan and Hayden
Powell; Gauge Goforth; Amber Goforth; Paige Young; and Joey and Cadence Young; and
his great-grandson, Orion; his special friend and companion, Vanessa Conway; and
several nieces and nephews.
A private memorial service for Gene will be held at Fellowship Advent Christian Church,
Bethlehem, NC.
A public celebration of Gene’s life will be announced at a later date.

Comments

“

I am a friend from Winston Salem North Carolina. I just found out that he passed
away. My heart is broken. I loved him so much. He will be so missed by me and
many others I’m sure.

heidrun luongo - July 11 at 06:22 PM

“

Gene will truly be missed I always enjoyed listening to him when we got a chance to
go to woodlands and he would sing for the Widow's at our luncheon at happy valley
Ruritan club Gene was a wonderful person keeping the family in prayer
Debbie Clark

Debbie Clark - June 09 at 10:38 AM

“

Thank you Gene for the great memories at Woodlands for many years! When visiting
family from Florida to after I moved back to NC. The reason we came there was to
see you first, then the food. It's just not going to be the same without you that's for
sure but I've got many videos to see you sing again. Prayers for your family.

Wendy Daniels - June 02 at 08:23 PM

“

You will be truly missed..Woodlands will never be the same!! Many wonderful
memories of him!! There wasn't a song that he didn't know .

Stacey Woods - May 28 at 12:19 AM

“

Randy And Teresa Murphy lit a candle in memory of Gene Goforth

Randy and Teresa Murphy - May 27 at 04:29 PM

“

Jackie Bradshaw from Collettsville

Jackie Bradshaw, Collettsville - May 26 at 08:47 PM

“

Sharon and family, I am so sorry to hear of Gene's passing. He was a wonderful man
who was loved by all who met him. May God wrap you in his love and grant you
peace and comfort. Jackie Bradshaw

Jackie Bradshaw, Collettsville - May 26 at 08:46 PM

“

Rest in Peace my dear friend

Willa Jean Eaton - May 26 at 12:36 PM

“

My thoughts and prayers to Gene's family. I was so sorry to hear this, Gene was a
great friend and he will be missed by so many. I always enjoyed hearing him sing at
Woodlands, he always had a smile and made everyone feel so welcome. I'm sure
he's singing praises to our Lord in heaven! With deepest sympathy, Jane Crisp

Jane Crisp - May 26 at 12:33 PM

“

Sorry for the loss of a good friend and former coworker. Many prayers for the family, I
know he will be greatly missed! We always loved to hear him sing and play, at
Woodlands, in the canteen at work, at church functions or at weddings!

Barbara Barlowe - May 26 at 12:06 PM

“

Our friends Linda and Dave Carr took us to Woodlands when we moved to NC and
Gene was one of the first and most outgoing people we met there. Lots of memories.
Gene will be missed. To Vanessa and the family, I am so sorry for this loss. I know he
is happy in heaven.

Jan Moon Chubb - May 25 at 06:26 PM

“

We have been friends with Gene for a long time...We always saw him at the
Collettsville Ruritan dinners, and at Valentine's this past February, he and Vanessa
sat and ate with us...Always such a pleasant person to be around, and we loved his
singing...He was a dear friend and gone too soon...We are keeping you all in our
thoughts and prayers.
Ralph & Libby Triplett

Ralph & Libby Triplett - May 25 at 04:38 PM

“

A good friend,will miss you Gene

bob watson - May 25 at 12:03 PM

“

Karen Lambert sent a virtual gift in memory of Gene Goforth

Karen Lambert - May 25 at 11:33 AM

“

You have certainly been loved and will be missed

Cynthia Weathers - May 25 at 11:14 AM

“

Our thoughts and prayers go out to Gene’s family. He was a much loved member of
our Woodlands family and it is hard to imagine Wednesday & Saturday nights without
him. He will be deeply missed. Butch & Gina Triplett

Gina Triplett - May 25 at 10:18 AM

“

I’ve heard Gene sing several times at Woodlands. I enjoyed it every time I was there.
He will be missed. My prayers and thoughts are with his family

Shana Greene - May 25 at 08:28 AM

“

Prayers and thoughts for Family and Friends! My mother enjoyed music. We would
go to Woodlands to listen to him!

Loretta Burkhart - May 25 at 08:02 AM

“

He was a friend to all that met him.

Joe Shearer - May 25 at 07:24 AM

“

Thank you for being my friend
Woodlands.. Thank you again

Regina - May 25 at 07:16 AM

Wednesday and Saturday will not be the same at

“

Gene was always such a friendly person! I always hoped Gene would be playing at
Woodlands when we dined there! Gene will be missed by his fans! GOD BLESS!!!

Kimberly Culler - May 25 at 07:12 AM

“

I loved seeing him at school and talking to him as he came to eat lunch with his
grandbabies

Linda Campbell - May 24 at 11:39 PM

“

I loved seeing him at school and talking to him as he came to eat lunch with Guage,
Hayden, and Colt. I also loved the times he brought his guitar and sang on read
across America days. He loved the kids. He always and a story to tell and a smile to
light up your life. He was always a joy to be around. I will miss him. Thinking of you
Guage, Colt, and Hayden...love you boys...MS Penny

Penny StPierre - May 24 at 09:43 PM

“

I remember seeing him at Woodland's when I was in 6th grade and he had such a
passion for his music. Then, I find out that his sister is my teacher! We go to
Woodland's and the next day, I got to discuss it with Mrs. McCall before class. My
condolences.

Chris Priddy - May 24 at 09:42 PM

“

I was good friends with Gaynell growing up. I remember sitting in the screened in
porch in Lenoir listening to Gene, Jimmy, and Mr Goforth playing guitars and banjo.
Enjoying just listening.

Becky Waynick Craig - May 24 at 09:21 PM

“

Always love hearing Gene play at Woodlands love talkin to him listening to his stories
he will be truly missed

James Jordan - May 24 at 09:21 PM

“

We loved to go to Woodland's in Blowing Rock on Wednesday nights to see Gene
and hear him sing. He always was so welcoming and friendly and oh, my what a
voice! He never met a stranger and loved all of his friends and his friends loved him
too. He will be missed tremendously but we expect he is already making glorious
music in Heaven. Wishing his family and friends, healing love, memories, and a
peace that will pass all understanding.......all in due time.
Prayers, sympathy and love,
Rita Rufty and Doris Prillaman
Rocky Mount, VA

Rita G Rufty and Doris Prillaman - May 24 at 09:18 PM

“

Beverly Teague lit a candle in memory of Gene Goforth

Beverly Teague - May 24 at 09:14 PM

“

To Gene’s family, rest assured the Fellowship AC Church family mourn his passing at such
a young age. Gene was very talented with his music and he never failed to oblige our
request for a musical performance. We loved Gene as a member of our church family and
our Teague family. I have come to know young Gauge and look forward to seeing him in
church with Gene. I pray peace and love for Gene’s family. He is at peace with his God.
Beverly Teague - May 24 at 09:25 PM

“

I am so sorry for your loss. I worked with Gene 30 yrs ago. He was such a great
person. Loved to listen to him sing. My daughter even had the great honor to meet
him. Heaven received another angel.

kristine peterson-hupp - May 24 at 08:51 PM

“

My mother and I worked with Gene at Bernhardt for many years. He was the
sweetest most genuine person. He sang at our wedding. I saw him a few months ago
at Woodlands. I started not to bother him but now I'm glad I did. RIP my dear friend.

Cheryl Curtis - May 24 at 08:36 PM

“

Gene you sure will be missed! I remember Moma Neen always coming home from
Bernhardt talking about you! Rest In Peace friend!

Tracy Neff Woodruff - May 24 at 07:28 PM

“

Praying for Comfort and Peace in this time of sorrow, Gene will be missed, he was
loved by many, he was a fine man, worked with him for many years, RIP our friend,
JERRY AND DONNA FRYE

Donna Jerry Frye - May 24 at 06:35 PM

