Betty Keaton
April 24, 1931 - January 15, 2021

Betty Jean Justice Keaton, 89, of Hudson died peacefully Friday, January 15, 2021, at
Brookdale Lenoir after a period of declining health.
She was born April 24, 1931 in Caldwell County. She is the daughter of the late Ira Lee
Justice and Maude Sullivan Justice. In addition to her parents, she was preceded in death
by her husband, Ross Isaac Keaton and all her siblings: Harold Justice, Jim Justice, Bill
Justice, Mary LeFever, Helen Hatley, Ruth Phillips and infant sister, Kathryn Justice.
Betty was known for her dedication to family, her selflessness, energy, spunk, creative
mind and unwavering work ethic and faith. In the 1950’s she sewed for Blue Bell; in the
1960’s Betty worked from home – designing and creating wardrobes for select clients
while managing her household; in the 1970’s and 80’s and beyond she worked at Kincaid
Furniture Company in accounting where the analytical side of her brain flourished. In
retirement when many allow time for themselves, Betty worked tirelessly to give to others.
She continued to garden, putting food back for winter; baking, giving bread regularly to
those she loved; sewing quilts to provide warmth to those in need internationally; caring
for grandchildren and ultimately the full-time caregiver for her beloved Ross. She was a
lifelong member of St. John’s Lutheran Church in Hudson, where she served in
Fellowship, on the Altar Guild and as a Sunday School Teacher.
Betty is survived by a son, Mitchell Keaton and partner Deb Abernethy of Hickory, NC; a
daughter, Kelly Keaton Rucker and husband Peter Rucker of Banner Elk, NC; and three
grandchildren: Ashley Keaton Cox and partner Wayne Gainey of Sumter, SC; Jordan
Marie Burkhart and husband Christopher Burkhart of Banner Elk; and Pierson Rucker of
Banner Elk. She is also survived by three great-grandchildren: Kendra Marksberry and
husband Michael; Callie Marie Cox; and Shelby Lee Cox; six great-great-grandchildren:
Michael Lee Marksberry, Maddox Marksberry, Memphis Marksberry, Alyssa Dawn Ahner,
Gryphon Carricker and Kerrington Evans and several nieces and nephews.
A graveside service with the Rite of Christian Burial will be celebrated for the family at St.

John’s Lutheran Church officiated by Pastor Dan Duke.
Betty’s family extends a tremendous thanks to the staff of Brookdale Senior Living, where
Betty resided for the last 20 months.
Memorials may be given to St. John’s Lutheran Church, 352 Central Street, Hudson, NC
28638.
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Comments

“

The memories my family and I share of Aunt Betty are numerous, but all of them
include her caring nature and love for her family. Her dedication to all those she
loved was evident in many ways but Aunt Betty was a talented lady and her gifts
were shared not only in the family, but in the community as well. Sewing, cooking,
gardening, caring for flowers or the lawn, etc...whatever it was, it had to be done
perfectly or not at all. Her knowledge base of home economics was extensive. She
could do anything, better than anyone I know and in about half as much time. Aunt
Betty was the epitome of efficiency.
I learned a great deal from my Aunt Betty, and my sons did too. We will always be
thankful for all that she impressed upon us and cherish our memories of Aunt Betty
always.
Lauri, Darren, Ben and Luke

Lauri Stilwell - January 19 at 01:42 PM

“

Dear Lauri, Thank you for your kind and eloquent words; I will treasure them always. I still
have the words you wrote to her when Daddy passed: "I have such admiration for your
courage and stability and can only hope that I can find the strength to cope so honorably if I
ever have to deal with such a heart-breaking illness." Your Aunt Betty loved you and your
boys as well.
Kelly Keaton Rucker - January 20 at 09:16 AM

“

Mitch & Kelly and family. So sorry for your loss. May God's peace carry you through
this most difficult time. Tony Crump

Tony Crump - January 19 at 08:59 AM

“

Thanks Tony!
Kelly Keaton Rucker - January 20 at 09:17 AM

“

I am so sorry to hear of your loss. It's never easy but this seems like an especially
difficult time to lose someone you love. God bless your family. May your faith comfort
and sustain you.

Dana Holden - January 19 at 08:20 AM

“

“

Thanks for your kind words, Dana.
Kelly Keaton Rucker - January 20 at 09:18 AM

I am extremely sorry for the loss that your family is enduring. I worked with both Betty
and her sister Mary, at Kincaid Furniture. Both ladies were instrumental in many life
lessons that I learned. Betty was loved by many and respected by all. May God bring
you comfort in the upcoming days and may you all know how much Betty meant to
everyone that was blessed by knowing her. Prayers to you and your families.
Teresa Chester

Teresa Chester - January 19 at 07:14 AM

“

“

Thank you Teresa, It's comforting knowing that her mentorship was influential.
Kelly Keaton Rucker - January 20 at 09:19 AM

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of Betty Keaton.

January 18 at 10:51 PM

“

Your mother will be missed by so many. She was amazing in so many ways but the
best thing she ever did was have an amazing daughter and son. You both are her
legacy and I'm sure she is beaming proud. Much love and super big hugs.
Kathy Griewisch

Kathryn Griewisch - January 18 at 08:25 PM

“

“

To my dear friend, thank you! We grieve together at this time, and I love you dearly.
Kelly Keaton Rucker - January 20 at 09:21 AM

Betty was a very special lady to me. I enjoyed taking care of her. I remember when
she told me to slow down and take care of myself. I will miss you so very much
Sweet Lady

Marie Bowers - January 18 at 07:46 PM

“

Oh Marie, how sweet. She told me the same thing. I told her, I was just following her
example and she NEVER slowed down until here body finally required that of her. Thank
you for your care of her.
Kelly Keaton Rucker - January 20 at 09:23 AM

“

Please accept my sympathies on your loss. I met Betty in Sunday School at St.
John's, where her fiestiness always made wonderful contributions to class. She was
a patient mentor to me in my gardening efforts, and she gave me many cherished
plants that flourish to this day. Betty is the kind of person i aspire to become--she's
the kind of person we all should hope to become. Just this evening, before i heard
this news, I was looking at a shrub she gave me and thinking of her.. The life she
shared will continue to live on in many, many ways. Sincerely--Amy Cortner

Amy Cortner - January 18 at 06:36 PM

“

How very sweet Amy. I have similar plants in my garden, gifted by Mother and others and I
too look at them and think of the provider. I actually have something planned at the end of
the service today to acknowledge that fiesty side of Betty.
Kelly Keaton Rucker - January 20 at 09:27 AM

