Raymond Mack Jarvis Jr.
December 25, 1937 - June 3, 2020

Raymond Mack Jarvis, Jr., 82, of Hudson, NC, passed away at his home Wednesday,
June 3, 2020. He was born December 25, 1937, in Lenoir, NC, to the late Raymond and
Lucille Jarvis. He is survived by his loving wife of nearly 60 years, Janet Jenkins Jarvis, of
the home, and sister, Judy Jarvis Parlier, and husband, John, of Birmingham, AL.
Mr. Jarvis retired as the Secretary of Corrections for North Carolina after a 40-year career
with the Division of Prisons. He was the first person in state history to begin at the entry
level as a correctional officer and advance to the system’s top position. After retirement,
he worked as a consultant in the correctional industry. He was a recipient of The Order of
the Long Leaf Pine, served on the Governor’s Crime Commission, and was instrumental in
the origination of Smart Start. Mr. Jarvis served as president of the NC State Government
Employees’ Association and served on the Board of Trustees at CCC&TI.
Mr. Jarvis was a highly respected man throughout the state and had a formative influence
on the careers of many. He was an avid golfer and beloved friend to many, including his
former colleagues and golfing buddies. He was a member of First Baptist Church of
Hudson and served on the Board of Trustees.
He was faithful and loving to his family. Those left to cherish his memory are his son, Rev.
R. Mack Jarvis, III, and wife, Lori, and daughter, Ms. Jackie Jarvis Abernethy, and
husband, Ben. His legacy will live on in seven grandchildren: Andy (wife, Devon) Jarvis,
Pete (wife, Jessica) Jarvis, Logan (wife, Chasta) Abernethy, Megan Jarvis (husband,
David) Toune, Hunter Abernethy, Devin Abernethy, and Zack Abernethy. He also had six
great-grandchildren and a seventh to be born in July.
Due to COVID-19, a private graveside service will be held, and a memorial service to
celebrate his life will be scheduled later.
In lieu of flowers, gifts may be given to The Toy Store Ministry of First Baptist Church of
Hudson or the American Heart Association.

Online condolences may be sent to the family at www.evansfuneralservice.com.
Evans Funeral Service and Crematory of Lenoir is serving the Jarvis family.

Comments

“

I knew Mack Jarvis from the time that we were fellow students at Davenport Junior
High School. He was always friendly and good natured, and he was an outstanding
athlete. We played a lot of golf together after Mack retired as Secretary of
Corrections. He was a very good friend, and it was a real pleasure to be in his
company. I extend my sincere congolences to his family and his many friends.

Monroe Teague - June 13, 2020 at 07:55 AM

“

Mack, Lori, and family, my heart is so heavy as I read about the loss of Mack's father.
Although I never knew him personally, the life that his son lives is proof that he was a
perfect roll model for others to follow and just like his son, was loved, admired and
respected by so many. Please know that your family means so much to me. I love
you and pray that the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. (Philippians 4:7) Please know that I am
lifting your precious family to our Lord.
With much love,
Glynis Dills

Glynis Dills - June 10, 2020 at 09:30 AM

“

Our sincerest Sympathy to Janet and all the family. I remember so well the privilege
to be your Pastor at North Catawba Baptist Church. We are there with you in our
Prayers standing on GOD's WORD. -Ned & Peggy Webb

Rev. Ned H. Webb - June 06, 2020 at 06:04 PM

“

Thank you pastor I remember you at NCBC my daddy will be greatly missed. Jackie
jackue abernethy - June 06, 2020 at 10:55 PM

“

Mack was a great public servant who dedicated his life to the citizens of North
Carolina. A leader who understood the value of education, the need for public safety,
and the requirement of a clean environment. All of us who had the privilege of
knowing and working with him will miss his presence, but we also recognize that his
contributions to North Carolina will continue to be felt by all the individuals whose life
he touched. To the family, my heartfelt condolences and prayers that you will find
comfort in the trying days ahead. May God bless you.
David T. McCoy
North Carolina State Controller, Retired

David T. McCoy - June 06, 2020 at 02:17 PM

“

I was sorry to hear about Mack's passing. I worked with Mack in the NC
Division of Prisons, knowing him since 1978. Mack was smart, funny, caring and
what a great story teller! All those characteristics, plus hard work, resulting in him
rising from a correctional officer position to the Secretary of the Department of
Correction, reporting to the Governor. He was the first to do this and probably the
last.
In the Division of Prisons, when you said "Mack" everyone knew who you were
talking about. There was only one Mack. He cared about staff as well as inmates. He
worked hard to improve the state's prison system, through training, increased funding
and effective leadership. He had the opportunity to positively affect the lives of
thousands of people, staff and inmates, and he made the most of that opportunity.
Rest in peace Mack. And remember to tell some of those good prison stories, while
in Heaven!
Boyd Bennett

Boyd Bennett - June 06, 2020 at 10:18 AM

“

MACK, SO SORRY FOR THE LOSS OF YOUR DAD,MAY GOD BLESS YOU AND
YOUR FAMILY IN YOUR TIME OF SORROW........... BUZZ AND TAMMY
TURNER.....

Buzz Turner - June 06, 2020 at 10:05 AM

“

Jeanell D. Greene lit a candle in memory of Raymond Mack Jarvis Jr.

Jeanell D. Greene - June 06, 2020 at 09:27 AM

“

Janet, Steve, and I were saddened to hear that Mack had passed. You and your family are
in our thoughts and prayers. We will always be grateful to both of you. For us, Mack will
always be remembered as a kind and patient man.
Jeanell D. Greene - June 06, 2020 at 09:38 AM

“

Janet, Doug & I are so very heartbroken to hear of the passing of Mack. He was an
awesome person and thought the world of him. We shared many good times and
travels. Please know that you and your family are in our thoughts and prayers.

Kim & Doug McGalliard - June 05, 2020 at 10:53 PM

“

Prayers for Family and Friends!

Loretta Burkhart - June 05, 2020 at 04:14 PM

“

So sorry for your loss.Mack was a fine gentleman & will be truly missed.Prayers for
all the family, Janet, Jackie, Mack & all the grand and great grandchildren.

Ernie & Brenda Cline - June 05, 2020 at 03:07 PM

“

Janet, Fran and I were deeply disheartened upon learning of Mack's passing. We
consider it to have been an honor to have known him and to have him as a dear
friend. In your time of grief, we hope you will find comfort in remembering the good
times you and Mack had together over the wonderful years you shared together.

Jack and Fran Fox
Fran Fox - June 05, 2020 at 02:30 PM

“

Sorry for your loss prayers your way
Donald and Sherry Holdren

Donald and Sherry Holdren - June 05, 2020 at 01:47 PM

“

Big Mack gave me away at my wedding, A dear sweet man that will truly be missed
in more ways than any of us can say with words.

Denise Jenkins Hammond - June 05, 2020 at 12:18 PM

“

I am so sorry to hear about the death of Mack Jarvis. I first met him when I was in
nursing school at Grace Hospital in Morganton in the late 50's then I worked with him
with the Department of Corrections at the "High Rise". I was a physician assistant
and although he was never my boss I learned that he was with the DOC in other
facilities. He was well thought of throughout the State and I know when he retired he
was missed.

Phyllis Lucille Banner - June 05, 2020 at 11:17 AM

“

Mr. Played a major role in my success in the Department of Correction. Very
respectful and had a deep concern for mankind. My heart felt sympathetic
expressions are with the Jarvis Family. Rest In Peace.

Barbara Pierce - June 05, 2020 at 08:45 AM

“

I never got to meet you personally but I can say your son Mack loves you deeply. He
shared several stories with me and I will cherish those. God is good and Heaven is
home!

Scott Dunn - June 04, 2020 at 11:07 PM

“

Brien & Cindy Barbour purchased the Lavender Reflections Spray for the family of
Raymond Mack Jarvis Jr..

Brien & Cindy Barbour - June 04, 2020 at 11:07 PM

“

Uncle Mack.....What a pleasure to have known you. You walked tall in the eyes of
many and was always willing with sound advice that was always spot on. Thank you
for always doing it the right way and sending a strong message....I noticed. To my
Aunt Janet, thoughts and prayers for you sweet lady. I will always love you both.
Jackie and Mack III....have you ever thought how lucky we all were to have such
wonderful parents.....we've been blessed. Love to you all. Be well.

Tony Jenkins - June 04, 2020 at 10:05 PM

“

Our family lived near the Jarvis family when we were growing up on Virginia Street.
My dad had a grocery store and my brother, Belar, and Mack played ball together,
double dated and all of us Mack, Belar, Ed Poteat Jim Childers were good friends.
Judy, Mack’s sister and rest of us girls just hung around the store. Mack came from a
good family and he himself was a very fine person. Kept up with him since he
married Janet and we worked together and I heard about Mack and Jackie. I'm sure
he will be sorely missed. Rest in Peace

Jennie Wilson - June 04, 2020 at 09:15 PM

“

Words cannot express what a wonderful man and friend Mack was to my family and
I. We spent many wonderful trips with him and Janet over many years. My prayers
are with Janet, Mack and Jackie and their families. RIP my sweet friend. You will be
missed.

Kathy Hutchings - June 04, 2020 at 05:38 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers are with all of you, Janet, Mack, Jackie and your families.
Mack always had a smile and a nice word for everyone. Nelson and Lib Watson

Elizabeth Watson - June 04, 2020 at 05:29 PM

